
Formative assessment





Monthly Writing Samples 
Monthly Writing Samples provide teachers, students, and parents an opportunity to 
analyze strengths in students’ writing as well as the specific needs for improvement.  

Designate a “writing wall” in your classroom - a place where every students’ writing 
can be posted and organized month by month. 

Procedure:  
1) Ask students to share what they know about good writing. Record students’ responses 

on chart paper. 
2) Provide time for students to brainstorm and organize their thoughts. 
3) Everyone draws and writes for 15 to 40 minutes. 
4) Writing Samples are pinned to the wall, one on top of each other.  

Student Analysis: 
1) As students accumulate writing over time, ask students to compare their current 

writing to previous samples. 
2) Prior to the next Writing Sample Assessment ask students to reflect on previous 

writing samples.  Last month I...    Now I can... 

Teacher Analysis: 
1) The process is a developmental analysis for students’ writing content and mechanics. 
2) Use Monthly Writing Samples to determine the writing mini-lessons for the next 

month during Writer’s Workshop/Process Writing. 

Parent Conferences:  
* Monthly Writing Samples are an excellent way for students to explain their growth 
to families and set writing goals and next steps based on evidence from their samples. 

Adapted from the Optimal Learning Environments (OLE) curriculum guide, Nadeen Ruiz, PhD. Jose Cintron, PhD
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Words-Their-Way 

At-A-Glance 
 

Aligns with Reading for Foundational Skills (RF) K-5, Phonics and Word Recognition, Standard 3 
Language Standards (L) 6-12, Vocabulary Acquisition and Use, Standard 4b 

 
1) Administer Primary or Upper Elementary Spelling Inventory (3 times per year) 
 
2) Use Feature Guide to determine students’ spelling levels 
 
Emergent – Random Marks, Random Letters/Numbers 
Letter Name – M, MN MIN (Mine), J JV JRF DRIV (Drive) 
Within Word – SEET, SETE (Seat), FOWND (Found), LAFE (Laugh) 
Syllables & Affixes – HOPING (Hopping), CAPCHUR (Capture) 
Derivational Relations – CRITASIZE (Criticize), BENAFIT (Benefit) 
 
3) Identify Activities for Differentiation (Introduce Whole Class) 
 

Name Explanation 
Word Study Journal A journal that includes all Word Study activities 

Closed Sort 
Students sort by category 
(picture or pattern)  

*Predetermined List - Pen, Pit, Tap, Mat, Lens, Sit, 
Pan, Led, Fled, Ran 
*Category – Short A, Short E, Short I 

Open Sort 
Provide a list and allow 
students to determine 
category 
 

*Predetermined List - Pen, Pit, Tap, Mat, Lens, Sit, 
Pan, Led, Fled, Ran 
 
*Students sort and categorize on their own 

Word Hunt 
Students search for words 
using reading materials such 
as Basal Reader, DEAR 
books, AR books, news 
articles, as a basis for 
exploring/identifying 
patterns 
 

*Students list word that fit the pattern they are 
researching - Pet, Set, Hen, Met, Get, Pen or Stable, 
Capable, Intolerable, Recyclable 
*Compare/Contrast patterns when appropriate – For 
example (i.e. short e, long e)   
*Guiding Questions: What patterns do you notice? 
What do you think makes these words sound 
different/similar? 

Phonics Through Poetry 
Resource containing spelling 
patterns in poetry form 
 

*Students can: Read, Recite, and Create poems with 
the spelling pattern being studied 

Jeopardy 
Game show format “I’ll take 
‘Spect’ (to look) for $200 
please.” 

*Students study spelling patterns, Greek and Latin 
roots, etc. and develop statements about the concept 
that must be answered in the form of a question. 

• Statement: “One who watches, an onlooker.” 
• Answer: What is a spectator? 

 
4) Monitor student progress to ensure flexible/dynamic groups 

(Weekly/Bi-weekly oral or written spelling test, Whiteboard Work, Analyze Writing) 
  
*Adapted from Words Their Way: Donald R. Bear, Marcia, Invernizzi, Shane Templeton, Francine Johnston 



Weekly Quiz
Low, Medium, High

Weekly Quiz (Low, Medium, High) is a strategy that supports 
differentiation and small group work by identifying the students that 
completely understand content taught during the week (High), which 
students have an adequate understanding but may have made simple 
errors in their responses (Medium), and which students need immediate in-
class intervention to support understanding (Low).
 

1) Provide a small problem set (3 problems in math or 
science, a journal prompt in english or social studies) that 
aligns with your teaching for the week, gives you insight into 
student understanding, and does not take a long time to 
grade/evaluate. 

2) Based on student responses, determine which students fall 
under each category (Low, Medium, High)

3) Provide time in class for students in the “High” category to 
work on extension problems, labs, center activities, etc. 

4) Hand back student work to students that fall under 
“Medium” category to rework problems/prompts. Problems/
prompts should include your comments or guiding questions 
to allow students to improve their responses. Once 
“Medium” students finish, direct them to the extension 
activities for the “High” group.

5) Meet with and reteach your “Low” group. 


